	Revelatory Thesis


	[image: Response Is Required]Introduction 
Does the author hook you with the title and introduction?
	[image: ]
	Yes! The thesis is revelatory and creative; it makes me want to read the source text the student is analyzing.

	[image: ]
	Sort of. The thesis is interesting, but not unexpected. I’ve heard about it before. 

	[image: ]
	Not really. The thesis is predictable, and the introduction is kind of boring.

	[image: ]
	No thesis is given.

· Highlight or underline the thesis statement, and mark it with a ✔+ if you think it’s perfect as is, a ✔ if it makes sense but needs a little more work, a✔- if it’s confusing or has serious grammatical issues, and a ? if you can’t find the thesis, or it seems like the thesis isn’t appropriate for this project. 

· Look closely at the title of the essay. Mark is with a  if it’s creative and makes you want to read the essay, a :/ if it’s boring or predictable, and a  if there’s no title at all. 




	BEAMs & Source Integration

	

	[image: Response Is Required]BEAMs: How do the sources contribute to the structural integrity of a Jenga tower? 

Does the student identify sources that serve as Background, Exhibit, Analysis, and Method BEAMs?
	[image: ]
	Yes! The sources are revelatory and diverse; the student makes it clear HOW these sources support the analysis.

	[image: ]
	Sort of. I think the sources could be used in diverse ways, but some are integrated better than others. 

	[image: ]
	Not really. The sources all seem similar, and I think the essay would still make sense without some of them.

	[image: ]
	This draft does not include the minimum number of sources. (4)



· On the Works Cited page, mark each entry with a B, E, A, or M, depending on how it was used by the student in the draft. If you aren’t sure, label the source with a ? Remember that a source can be used in different ways, so you may mark more than one letter for a source.   

[image: Response Is Required] Source Integration
Does the student follow the “5 Sentence Rule”? 
	[image: ]
	Yes! Each source is introduced, quoted accurately, cited correctly, translated into user-friendly language, analyzed according to its rhetorical purpose, and connected to the student’s own thesis in order to create new knowledge. 

	[image: ]
	Sort of. Most sources are introduced and quoted correctly, but sometimes the analysis is a little unclear, or the student seems to be repeating another author’s ideas rather than adding to the conversation in a new way. 

	[image: ]
	Not really. Some of the sources aren’t introduced at all, and the analysis and synthesis part seems confusing or missing. 

	[image: ]
	There is no evidence that the student used the 5 Sentence Rule. The sources are cut and pasted like a high school paper. 



· Highlight or underline each direct quote in the draft, and mark it with a ✔+ if you think it follows the 5 Sentence Rule, a ✔ if it sort of follows the 5 Sentence Rule but needs a little more work, a✔- if it needs substantial revision if it’s going to stay in the draft, and a ? if it seems like the quote isn’t integrated at all. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Analysis

[image: Response Is Required]Rhetorical Context
Does the student establish the rhetorical context of the text he/she is analyzing? 
	[image: ]
	Yes! It’s clear who the author is, why that author is a reliable source on this issue, what the text is about, where and when it was written, what was going on in the world during that time, and who the target audience was for that text. 

	[image: ]
	Sort of. The context is established and analyzed, but some information is left out that would help a reader understand the essay better. 

	[image: ]
	Not really. Only the most basic parts of the context (such as title and author) are addressed, and they aren’t analyzed at all. 

	[image: ]
	The student has not established the context of the source.


· Highlight or underline sections of the draft that you think clearly establish the context of the argument, and mark them as CONTEXT in the margins. 
· If you marked anything other than “Yes!” offer some suggestions for revision: 



[image: Response Is Required]Analysis of Text
Does the student analyze the source text effectively? Does the student balance HOW and WHY in the analysis? 
	[image: ]
	Yes! The student’s analysis uncovers all of the hidden meaning in the text, and focuses on connecting the HOW and WHY by looking at the text under a microscope, down to the very sentence level. 

	[image: ]
	Sort of. The student’s analysis is successful, but doesn't connect all the dots between HOW the rhetorical tools and appeals actually convey meaning and WHY the author chose those particular tools to persuade the target audience. 

	[image: ]
	Not really.  The student’s analysis doesn't really address HOW or WHY and may have misinterpreted the assignment. 

	[image: ]
	The essay does not complete the assignment.


· Highlight or underline sentences of the draft that are clearly functioning as analysis, and mark them as HOW or WHY in the margins. 
· If you marked anything other than “Yes!” offer some suggestions for revision: 



[image: Response Is Required]A Bright, Shiny Object: Descriptive Writing
Find a sentence or passage that brings the analysis to life for you as a reader. Look for poetic details, metaphors, vivid sensory descriptions, and sentences that make you say: "Damn, I wish I'd written that!" 

Offer any comments or suggestions about the author's use of descriptive writing to explain or analyze another expert’s work.
Comments:


	[image: Response Is Required]An AHA! Moment
An AHA! moment is a statement that surprises the reader and makes her/him see the topic from a new and unconventional perspective.  Find an AHA! moment and mark it with an AHA! in the margins of the draft. 

Explain why you, the reader, find this to be a memorable and revelatory moment in the draft.  
	Comments:





	[image: Response Is Required]A Huh? Moment
A Huh? moment is a statement that makes the reader confused and keeps her/him from engaging with the topic. Find a sentence or passage that you find confusing, awkwardly worded, or hard to follow. Mark it with a Huh? in the margins of the draft. 

Explain why it's confusing to you, the reader, and offer any suggestions you might have for revision. 
Comments:


	[image: Response Is Required]A Duh. Moment
A Duh. moment is a statement that’s obvious or expected.  Find a sentence or passage that you find repetitive or expected and mark it with a Duh. in the margins of the draft. 

Explain why it feels like a Duh. moment to you as a reader and offer any suggestions you might have for revision. 
Comments:


Critique

[image: Response Is Required]Critique of Text
Does the student critique the source text effectively? Does the student offer counter-evidence to support the critique? 
	[image: ]
	Yes! The student’s critique is revelatory and valid, and the student provides ample evidence to support the critique. 

	[image: ]
	Sort of.  The student’s critique is valid, but it doesn’t provide enough evidence to support the critique.

	[image: ]
	Not really.  The student’s critique seems a bit underdeveloped, and doesn’t provide evidence to support the critique.

	[image: ]
	The essay does not include a clear critique of the text.


· Highlight or underline sentences of the draft that are clearly functioning as critique, and mark them as CRITIQUE in the margins. 
· If you marked anything other than “Yes!” offer some suggestions for revision: 


[image: Response Is Required]Public Resonance
“In the conclusion, the student...” Mark all that apply.  
	[image: ]
	Predicts the future or describes a world where the topic has an effect.

	[image: ]
	Encourages the reader to take action about the topic.

	[image: ]
	Reaches a personal revelation about the topic.

	[image: ]
	Reaches a public revelation about the topic.

	[image: ]
	Ends with a bang!

	[image: ]
	Restates the thesis.


[bookmark: _GoBack]__________________________________________________________________________________________

Final Remarks


	[image: Response Is Required]Smiley Meter
On a scale of 1-4, how many smiley faces would you give this draft? 
	


[image: http://form.taskstream.com/Forms/i/spacer.gif]
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	[image: Response Is Required]Parting Words
Offer some positive feedback. What did you like most about this draft, and what did you learn from it?
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